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Aero Club of Russia issued me F.A.L pilot licence
No. 64. In September I was invited to participate in
the Army manoeuvres near Kiev. This gave me a
chance, and a reason, for my first cross-country flight
from Kiev to the village Fasova, some thirty-five miles
away. During the manoeuvres I made a flight of one
hour at an altitude of 1,500 feet, and afterwards I had
for the first time the honour of being presented to the
Emperor Nicholas II.
Later in the fall I earned for the first time a small
amount of money by making an exhibition flight at the
neighbouring town of Bielaia Tzerkov. While flying
there, a minor accident happened which was not with-
out influence in the later development of my activities.
The demonstration flight had to be started from a race
track which was surrounded by houses and trees, and
a railway station. I took off and climbed over the
surrounding trees, but when some 150 feet of altitude
was reached, my motor stopped. I was just above a
group of large trees with no chance to turn back
because of insufficient altitude and no room for a
normal landing. I quickly picked out a narrow rail-
way yard some 200 feet long surrounded by a stone
wall and bordered on one side by a freight train. I
glided into this place and purposely made a rough side
landing in order to smash the landing gear. The whole
manoeuvre ended very well. The landing gear was
broken, the plane turned over and came to rest fifty
feet from the end of the railway yard. That was
exactly what I wanted because it was the only way to
prevent the plane from running straight into the stone
wall immediately after the landing. I climbed out and
had plenty of time to inspect the plane in the yard